Hypokalemic rhabdomyolysis with myoglobinuria due to licorice ingestion and diuretic treatment.
A 54-year-old man was admitted to hospital with acute rhabdomyolysis and myoglobinuria due to hypokalemia. The hypokalemia was due to chronic licorice ingestion and diuretic treatment. The myoglobinemia led to a glomerulopathy and tubulopathy. There was, however, no clinical evidence of acute renal failure (ARF). We propose that the volume expansion caused by the steroid-like actions of licorice might have prevented the development of an ARF.